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- Pit o Caverns

1 - Commander’'s Room
13 - Food Storage

2 - Commander’s Office

3 - Soldiers’ Quarters
4 - Research Library
Q - Storeroom (Tools)

06 - Mages’ Quarters
[/ - Laboratory
10 - Workshop

8 - Shrine

5 - Armory
14 - IJvvenile Crab Den

11 - Dining Hall

15 - Siege Crab Den

16 - Bottom of Pit (12)
17 - Stone Barricade
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ABOUT

*Eel’'s Maw Stronghold is a fort on a small island near the

southern shores of the Black Loch. Eel's Maw is a part of the
Bluescale Empire, a kuo-toan nation built along the

nearby Bluescale River.

*Eel’s Maw was originally built to protect the northern
reaches of the Bluescale Empire and to provide a military
presence within the Black Loch. But, around thirty years ago,
it was given a second purpose, as the fort became the site of a
secret project. This project was intended to provide the
empire with the means to dominate the Black Loch and
vassalize or enslave the other settlements along its shores.
*The project in question is the creation of siege crabs--
titanic, thick-shelled beasts of battle capable of smashing

city walls and tearing apart armored warriors effortlessly.

SIEGE CRABS

*Siege crabs are not a natural species and the secret to
breeding them had been lost to the kuo-toa until several
decades ago. After about ten years of research and
experimentation, a group of kuo-toan mages and clerics
rediscovered the method of creating these monstrous
creatures and began a breeding program in earnest. While
things have, so far, gone mostly to plan, the crabs take many
years to reach full size and the first brood is only now
reaching maturity. The second brood is close to fully-grown
and, after this brood molts once more, it will be ready for
battle as well. The kuo-toa believe this should be enough to
begin their assault on the loch.

*The crabs are kept in the caverns below the island and are a

closely-guarded secret. Few outside the fort are aware of their

existence,

*Huge amounts of food are required to keep the crabs growing

and shipments of meat are brought in regularly. The hunters

who supply it don’t know what it’s being fed to, but they know

the garrison can’t be eating it all.

*The most difficult part of the process of creating siege crabs
is controlling them. The kuo-toa have managed to do so by
casting powerful, permanent mind-control spells on the
crabs. Each of these spells is attuned to an enchanted circlet,
which allows the wearer to control the associated crab.

*The crabs are kept within the caverns at all times, but, in
preparation for their release, the kuo-toa have carved an
exit passage. This passage has been filled with large, heavy
stones to conceal it from the outside, but the crabs should

have no difficulty knocking them loose when the time comes.

NOTES

*The commander of the Eel’'s Maw is a priest named Vlorluc.
He is a high-ranking member of the kuo-toan aristocracy and
was personally involved in a great deal of the research into
creating the siege crabs. His impressive intelligence and
scholarly depth of knowledge might lead some to see him as
a bookworm, but Vlorluc is also a very capable warrior and a
daunting foe in battle.

*Galgool, the archpriest of the nearby temple known as “The
Mother’s Eye,” visits the Eel's Maw once a month or so to
check in on the state of operations. Galgool outranks Vlorluc
and takes credit for most of the success of the project, despite
having had little to do with it.

*The fort has a trebuchet in the courtyard to defend against
ships. A second trebuchet is under construction in the fort’s
workshop, where a throwing arm and counterweight can be
seen lying on the floor.

*The beds at the fort-- like the beds at the other kuo-toan
locations-- are made from woven seaweed. These beds hold
moisture well, keeping the kuo-toa from drying out at night.
They smell absolutely awful.

*The Eel's Maw gets its name from the hole leading from the

island’s surface to the caverns below.
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